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BILL 



FOR 



Carrying into effect the Report of the Commis- 
sioners appointed to inquire into the State of 
the Municipal Affairs of the Borough of Belfast 
in Ireland. 

W HEREAS an Act (Local) was passed in the Session of Preamble, 
the Eighth and Ninth Years of Her present Majesty, 

Chapter One hundred and forty-two, intituled “An 8 & 9 Vict. 
“ Act for the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast,” (in this Act °- “ ll! - 
5 called the first-recited Act,) and the “ Lands Clauses Consolidation 
Act, 1845,” was incorporated therewith ; and it was enacted (by 
Section 4), that the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough 
of Belfast (in this Act called the Corporation) should, by the Council 
of the Borough, carry the Act into execution ; and (by Section 28) 

10 the Council were authorized to borrow at Interest any Sum which 
with any Sum previously borrowed should not exceed One hundred 
and fifty thousand Pounds, on the Credit of the Sates by the reciting 
Act authorized; and in the event of all or any Part of such Moneys 
being repaid by the Council to reborrow the same, and so toties 
15 quoties, but so nevertheless that there should not be owing on such 
Security more than One hundred and fifty thousand Pounds in the 
whole at any one Time and for securing the Repayment of the 
[Bill 11.']— Sess. 2. A Moneys 
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Moneys so borrowed, with Interest, to mortgage the Rates ; pro- 
vided always, that Persons advancing or lending such Money should 
not be bound to see to the Application thereof ; and (by Section 41) 
the Council were authorized to borrow Money at a lower Rate of 
Interest than the Interest payable on any Securities then in force, 5 
in order to pay off the Securities bearing such higher Rate of Interest, 
notwithstanding they might have previously borrowed the whole of 
the Sum which they were by the reciting Act authorized to borrow, 
and to grant Mortgages for, the same ; provided always, that the Persons 
lending such further Sums should not be bound to see to the Applica- 10 
tion thereof; and ( by Section 44) the Council were authorized to apply 
any Part of the Money so borrowed, not exceeding One hundred 
thousand Pounds, for the Purpose of widening old and making new 
Streets and Places within the Limits of that Act, in removing Pro- 
jections therein, and in the Purchase of any Lands or Buildings for 15 
all or any such Purposes, and the Remainder of the Money borrowed 
for the Purpose of carrying into effect the several other Works and 
Purposes of that Act ; and (by Section 46 ) Provision was made for 
appropriating a Part of the annual Rates to be raised under that Act, 
not exceeding Three Pouuds per Centum nor less than One Pound 20 
Ten Shillings per Centum per Annum, on the Money borrowed by 
way of Sinking Fund ; and (by Section 55), for the Purpose of 
enabling the Council to carry into effect the Works, Improvements, 
aud Purposes of that Act, they were authorized to purchase the 
Houses, Lands, and Grounds comprised in Schedule (D.) to that 25 
Act annexed; and (by Section 56) the Council were authorized to 
widen or otherwise improve the Streets therein specified within the 
Borough ; and (by Section 58) the Council were authorized to open 
and make the new Streets therein specified ; aud (by Section 64) the 
Council were authorized to sell superfluous Land vested in them ; 30 
and (by Section 66) the Limits of that Act were declared to be the 
Borough of Belfast for the Time being; and (by Section 106) the 
Council were authorized to purchase by Agreement other Land 
for the Purpose of widening Streets ; and (by Section 257) the 
Council were authorized to light the Streets and other Places within 35 
the Limits of that Act ; and (by Section 258) to contract for not 
exceeding Twenty-one Years with any Person for lighting such 
Streets ; and (by Section 267) the Council were authorized to pur- 
chase or take on Lease any Land and Premises within the Limits of 
the Act then used as Markets, and all Rights, Privileges, and 40 
Franchises connected therewith, and to appropriate and use so much 
of such Land and Premises as they might think expedient for 
Markets, and the Residue thereof for any other of the Purposes of 
the Act ; and (by Section 278) the Council were authorized to 

purchase, 
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purchase, rent, and provide other Lands to he appropriated and 
used as Markets ; and (by Section 2791 the Council were authorized 
to build Market Places ; and (by Section 280) it was provided that 
the Council should not provide any new Market Place until they 
5 should have purchased from the Persons willing to sell the same 
all their Rights and Interests in any existing Market Places, and 
the Stallage, Rents, or Market Tolls ; and (by Section 286) the 
Council were authorized to take Stallages, Rents, and Tolls for the 
Market Places ; and (by Section 287) Tolls for weighing or measuring 
10 Articles, and (by Section 288) Tolls for weighing Carts ; and (by 
Section 318) Tolls for Slaughter-houses ; and (by Section 34S) it was 
enacted that, for the Purposes of defraying the Costs and Expenses 
of carrying the Act and all the Powers and Provisions thereof into 
execution, the Council once in every Year, or oftener if they should 
15 think it necessary, might make One or more Rate or Rates upon 
the Occupiers of all Hereditaments, except Arable Land and other 
Hereditaments thereby excepted, within the Limits of that Act, 
according to the annual Value thereof, and so as such Rates should 
not in any One Year, where the annual Value should not exceed 
20 Twenty Pounds, exceed the Sum of One Shilling and Sixpence 
in the Pound ; and where the annual Value should exceed Twenty- 
Pounds and should not exceed Eighty Pounds, the Sum of 
Three Shillings in the Pound; and where the annual Value should 
exceed Eighty Pounds, the Sum of Four Shillings and Sixpence in 
25 the Pound ; and (by Section 345) the several Rates made under that 
Act were vested in the Corporation; and (by Section 383) it was 
enacted, that the Money which should arise from the Rates, and all 
other Moneys to be received by the Council under that Act, should he 
applied, in the firs place, in Payment of the Expenses of obtaining and 
30 passing that Act, or preparatory or incident thereto ; secondly, in Pay- 
ment of the Interest of Moneys borrowed by Mortgage by virtue of 
the Acts of the. Fortieth and the Fifty-sixth Years of George the 
Third, therein recited, and by virtue of the reciting Act ; thirdly, 
in defraying the Expenses of lighting, paving, cleansing, sewering, 
35 watching, and regulating the Streets within the Limits of the reciting 
Act, and of improving the same, and of carrying the several Purposes 
of that Act into execution ; and, lastly, in paying off the Principal 
Sums borrowed: And whereas an Act (Local) was passed in the 
Session of the Ninth and Tenth Years of Her present Majesty, 
40 Chapter Two hundred and ninety-four, intituled “ An Act for better 
“ lighting and improving the Borough of Belfast,” (in this Act 
called the secondly-recited Act,) and it was thereby enacted that the 
Provisions, Matters, and Things contained in the recited Act of the 
Eighth and Ninth Years of Her present Majesty, and in the Acts 
m i A 2 incorporated 



& 10 Viet, 
c. ccxciv. 
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incorporated therewith, except such of them as were by the reciting 
Act repealed, altered, or otherwise provided for, should, where the 
same might be applicable, and were not inconsistent with the Provi- 
sions thereof, extend to the reciting Act and to the several Purposes 
and Things thereby authorized to be done, and those Acts and the 5 
reciting Act should be construed and read together as forming One 
Act; and (by Section 2) the Council were authorized to borrow at 
Interest on the Credit of the .Rates by the first-recited Act authorized, 
and also on the Credit of the Rents and other Moneys to arise or 
become payable under the Powers of the reciting Act, and for the 10 
making and vending of Gas, and otherwise to arise or be made in 
respect of the Gasworks which should belong to or be vested in the 
Council in pursuance or by virtue of the reciting Act, and on the 
Credit of all other the Property whatsoever vested in the Corporation 
by virtue of the first-recited Act and the reciting Act, any Sums not 15 
exceeding Fifty thousand Pounds, nor, together with Moneys autho- 
rized to be borrowed under the first-recited Act, Two hundred 
thousand Pounds ; and in the event of any Part of such Sums being 
repaid by the Council, to reborrow the same, and so toties quoties, 
but so nevertheless that there should not be owing on those Securities 20 
more than Two hundred thousand Pounds in the whole at any one 
Time, and to mortgage those Rates, Rents, and other Property, or any 
Part thereof, as Security for the Payment of the Money so borrowed, 
with Interest ; provided always, that the Persons lending such Money 
should not be bound to see to the Application thereof; and (by Sec- 25 
tion 4), after' reciting that no Money had been borrowed under the first- 
recited Act or the Acts recited therein, it was enacted that all Per- 
sons to whom such Mortgages should be made should be Creditors 
equally, without Preference; and (by Sections 15 and 19, and other 
Sections) the Council were authorized, but only by Agreement, to 30 
purchase Lands and make Gasworks, and to purchase or take 
on Lease Gasworks, and to supply the Borough with Gas, and to 
take Rents and Charges for such Supply ; and (by Section 42) it 
was enacted, that the Money which should arise from the Rents, and 
from all other Moneys to be received by the Council under the reciting 35 
Act, should be applied, in the first place, in Payment of the Expenses 
of obtaining and passing that Act, or preparatory or incidental thereto ; 
secondly, in Payment of the Interest of the Moneys borrowed by virtue 
of the first-recited Act respectively ; thirdly, in defraying the Expenses 
of manufacturing Gas, and of lighting, paving, cleansing, sewering, 40 
watching, and regulating the Streets within the Borough, and of 
improving the same, and in carrying the several Purposes of the first- 
recited Act and the reciting Act into execution; and, lastly, in 
paying off the Principal Sums borrowed : And whereas by an Act 

(Local) 
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(Local) passed ill the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Years of the Reign 1 6 & is Viet, 
of Her Majesty, Chapter Fifteen, the Belfast Gas Company was '• xv ’ 
re-constituted, and the Town Council were empowered to examine 
the Quality of Gas supplied hy the Company, and the Company were 
5 bound to supply the public and private Lights of the Borough when 
required ; and it was thereby provided that if at any Time after the 
Termination of the Contract then existing between the Corporation 
and the Company any Difference should arise as to the Supply of 
Gas, the same should be settled as therein provided, and Provisions were 
10 thereby made for the Sale or leasing of the Gasworks by the Company 
to the Town Council of the Borough : And whereas an Act (Local) 
was passed in the Session of the Tenth and Eleventh years of Her 
present Majesty, Chapter Two hundred and fifty-four, intituled “ An lO&UViet. 
“ Act for the further Improvement of the Borough of Belfast," (ill this "• cc v ‘ 
lb Act called the thirdly-recited Act), and it was thereby enacted, that 
the Provisions, Matters, and Things contained in the recited Acts, 
and in the Acts incorporated therewith, should, where the same might 
be applicable and were not inconsistent with the Provisions thereof, 
extend to the reciting Act and to the several Purposes, Works, and 
20 Things thereby authorized to be done, as fully and effectually- as 
though the same Provisions, Matters, and Things were repeated and 
re-enacted in the reciting Act in reference to such Works, Purposes, 
and Things, and the recited Acts and the reciting Act should be 
construed and read together as forming One Act ; and (by Section 4) 

25 for the Purpose of enabling the Council to carry- into effect the 
Works, Improvements, and Purposes of the reciting Act and of the 
recited Acts as respects the Markets of the Borough, they were 
authorized to purchase Houses and Lands comprised in the Schedule 
(A.) to the reciting Act annexed; and (by Section 5) the Council 
30 were authorized to sell their surplus Lands ; and (by Section 6) the 
Council were authorized to lease any Land already purchased, con- 
tracted for, or acquired under the first-recited Act abutting on the Sides 
of Streets opened in the Borough by the Council, and not in their 
Opinion necessary for the Improvement of the Borough, to any Person 
35 who should build thereon, as the Council should think proper; and 
(by Section 7) the Council were required, within Ten Years after the 
Execution of any such Lease, to sell the Ground Rents thereby 
reserved, and the Reversion and Inheritance in Fee Simplem posses- 
sion, subject to such Lease of the Land thereby demised ; and (by 
40 Section 8) it was enacted, that every Sum of Money which should be 
received by the Council from any Sales made under the Powers of the 
reciting Act, and also the Rents, if any, which should be received from 
the T.°nd. until the same should he sold, should, after Payment of the 
Expenses of Sale, be applied for any of the Purposes of the recited 
mi A 3 
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Acts or of the reciting Act ; and (by .Section 27) a Purchase by the 
Corporation under the first-recited Act of certain Franchises, Tolls, 
and Privileges with respect to Fairs and Markets within the Manor of 
Belfast was confirmed ; and (by Section 28) the Provisions of the 
first-recited Act relating to Markets and to Tolls for Slaughter- 5 
houses were extended to the Markets so purchased ; and (by Section 
30 and following Sections) the Council were empowered to purchase 
from the Lagan Bridge Company, and that Company was authorized 
to sell to the Council, the Lagan Bridge and the Tolls thereof, which 
when purchased should for ever thereafter be open to the Public free 10 
of Toll ; and (by Section 47) it was enacted, that all Costs, Charges, 
and Expenses of and attending the passing of the reciting Act, or 
incidental thereto, should be paid by the Council out of the Moneys 
authorized to be borrowed under the first-recited Act : And whereas 
by an Act (Local) of the Session of the Thirteenth and Four- 15 
teenth Years of Her present Majesty, Chapter One hundred and 
]3& 14 Viet, eight, intituled “An Act for better improving the Borough of 
c. cviii. t t Belfast,” (in this Act called the fourthly- recited Act,) the Council 
(by Section 3) were authorized and required, for the Purpose of 
the Improvement of the Blackstaff River and the Drainage of 20 
the Borough in connexion therewith, to purchase Lands specified 
in Schedule (B.) to the thirdly-recited Act annexed, so soon 
as Arrangements could be made for the Execution of the Works, and 
to proceed to execute the same within Two Years after the passing 
of the reciting Act; provided always, that the Consent of the 25 
Owners, Lessees, and Occupiers of those Houses and Lands should be 
first obtained ; and (by Sections 23 and 24) further Provision was 
made with respect to the Terms of the Leases to be made by the 
Corporation of their surplus Lands, and with respect to Notice of the 
Intention to make such Leases ; and (by Section 26), after reciting 30 
that the Council had under the Authority of the first and secondly 
recited Acts borrowed, on the Security of the Rates, Rents, and 
other Moneys authorized to be raised and levied under the Provisions 
of those Acts, the Sums by those Acts authorized to be borrowed, and 
which Sums were the first and primary Charge on those Rates, Rents, 35 
and other Moneys, the Council were authorized to borrow not exceeding 
Fifteen thousand Pounds, for the Improvement of the Blackstaff River, 
on the same Security : And whereas an Act (Public and General) was 
passed in the Session of the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Years of Pier 
16 & 17 Viet, present Majesty, Chapter One hundred and fourteen, intituled “ An 40 
c. 114. “ Act to extend the Municipal Boundaries of the Borough of Belfast ” 

(in this Act called the fifthly-recited Act) ; and (by Section 2) the 
Municipal Boundaries of the Borough were extended, and (by 
Section 3) all the ^Provisions of the first, secondly, and thirdly 

recited 
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recited Acts, and of all other Acts amending, altering, or enlarging 
the same, or any of them, so far as they were then in force, and were 
unrepealed by and were not inconsistent with the Provisions of 
the reciting Act, were extended and applied to the Borough, and 
5 the several Wards thereof, and to the Inhabitants of the Borough, 
as extended and defined by the reciting Act; and (by Section 5) 
so much of the first-recited Act as authorized the Council to 
make Rates upon the Occupiers of all Hereditaments within the 
Limits of that Act exceeding Eighty Pounds annual Value, so as 
10 such Rates should not exceed in any One Year the Sum of Four 
Shillings and Sixpence in the Pound on the annual Value of the 
same, was repealed, and in lieu thereof the Council were authorized 
once in every Year, or oftener if they should think it necessary, 
to make One or more Rate or Rates upon the Occupiers of all 
15 Hereditaments within the Limits of the Borough for the Time 
being exceeding Eighty Pounds annual Value, so as such Rates 
Ud not exceed in any One Year the Sum of Three Shillings in the 
Pound on the annual Value of the same, and the last-mentioned Rate, 

and the other Rates authorized to be levied by the first-recited Act, 

20 and not by the reciting Act repealed, should be applied in the Manner 
and subject to the Provisions of the first-recited Act, relating to Rates 
or Exemption from Rates, were extended and applied to the Rates by 
the reciting Act authorized to be made m lieu of the Rates so 
repealed ; and (by Section 6) Provision was made with respect to the 
25 Rating of Demesnes of not less than Forty Acres withm the Borough : 

And whereas by an Act (Local) of the Session of the Third Year 
of Her present Majesty, Chapter Seventy-mne intituled A ” ^ct for ViA 
“ better supplying with Water the Town and Borough of Belfast, and 
herein-after called “ the Belfast Water Act,” Powers were granted to 
30 the Commissioners to be appointed thereunder (herein-after cal ed 
“the Belfast Water Commissioners”) to supply Water within the 
Limits in the said Act defined, and to borrow Money and levy Rates 
for such Purpose: And whereas the Corporation under and by 
virtue of the Powers contained in the said firstly and secondly 
35 recited Acts, borrowed Sums of Money amounting m th e wMe 
to the Sum of Two hundred thousand Pounds, upon the Security 
of the Rates which by the said firstly-recited Act they were authorized 
to levy upon Property within the Borough: And whereas, in 

addition to the Sums so borrowed on Mortgage under the said 
40 Acts, the Corporation became indebted in certain Sums 

particularly referred to, amounting in the -whole to the Sum of & y 
four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and Elevenpence : 

And whereak,upon the First Day of Febmary °“ ' 

hundred and fifty-five an Information was filed m the High Court ot 
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Chancery in Ireland, at the Suit of the Attorney- General for Ireland 
at the Relation of John Rea (on behalf of himself and all other 
Inhabitants of the Borough of Belfast subject to the Payment of 
Rates), against the said Corporation of Belfast, and divers Persons 
who were at the Time of filing such Information or had been prc- 5 
viously Aldermen and Councillors of the Borough (who in this Act 
are called the Special Respondents), John Thomson, the Treasurer of 
the Borough, and the then Town Clerk and Solicitor to the Corpo- 
ration, for the Purposes, amongst other Things, of having the Rates 
and Property of the Corporation relieved and exonerated from the 1C 
Payment of the Sum of Fifty thousand Pounds borrowed under the 
Authority of the said secondly-recited Act, and which it was alleged 
had been expended by the Corporation upon Purposes to which the 
same was not legally applicable under the Provisions of the said Acts, 
and also from Payment of the said Sums amounting to Eighty- 15 
four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and Elevenpence 
so borrowed by the Corporation, and for the further Purpose 
of having the Respondents in the said Suit, or some of them, 
charged with the said Moneys or some Part thereof: And whereas 
by the Decree made on the Hearing of that Cause, it was declared ^ 
to the Effect (among other Things) that the Council were not 
authorized to charge the Rates with more than the Sum of One 



i 



hundred and fifty thousand Pounds by the first-recitcd Act authorized 
to be raised, and that the Special Respondents were liable to indemnify 
the Borough against the Fifty thousand Pounds raised under the 2 1 
secondly-recited Act, and also against all unauthorized Loans, and the 
Interest thereof, but .without Prejudice to any Questions which the 
Special Respondents might thereafter be entitled to raise as to their 
Right to be recouped the same out of any Funds or Properties which 
the Court might think applicable thereto, and the Corporation were 31 
thereby restrained from applying any Part of the Corporate Funds in 
paying any Part of the Principal or Interest of the said Sum of Eighty- 
four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and Elevenpence : And 
whereas no final Decree has yet been pronounced in the said Cause : 
And whereas on the Day of a certain 3; 

supplemental Information was filed in the said Court, at Suit of the 
Attorney- General at the Relation aforesaid, against certain other 
Persons who then were or had been Aldermen and Councillors of 
t e said Borough, praymg that the said Persons or some of them, 
m.ght also be charged with the- Moneys so alleged to have been i> 
l egally borrowed and expended -by the Corporation or some Tart 
• T r A ™/^ ereas an Action ™ commenced and is now pending 
I,” ’ e f C t°v, U n° f QueensBencIlin freland, at the Suit of William Pirrie 
against the Corporation of Belfast, for Recovery of the Sum of Eight 



hundred 
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hundred and fifty Pounds, with Interest thereon at Four per Centum 
being a Part of the said Sum of Eighty-four thousand sis. hundred 
and forty Pounds and Elevenpence so borrowed by the Corporation 
as herein-before recited, but no Judgment has yet been had therein : 

5 And whereas by Letters Patent hearing date the Twenty-eighth July, 
in the Twenty-second Year of Her Majesty’s Reign, addressed to James 
Major and Christopher Copinger, Esquires, Two of Her Majesty s 
Counsel learned in the Law, Her Majesty having thought it ex- 
pedient that a Commission should issue forthwith for the Purpose of 
10 inquiring into the State of Municipal Affairs in the said Borough, did 
thereby authorize and appoint the said James Major and Christopher 
Copinger to be the Commissioners, and did thereby command them 
to inquire what Moneys have been borrowed by the Corporation ol 
Belfast under and by virtue of the several Acts for the Improvement 
15 of the Borough of Belfast or otherwise; and whether any and what 
Sums so borrowed and expended, and not now properly chargeable on 
the Rates and other Corporate Property of the Borough, have been so 
borrowed and expended bona fide and for the Benefit of the Borough ; 
and whether the same, or any Part thereof, ought to be charged upon 
20 the said Rates or other Corporate Property, or upon any and what 
Part of such Rates and Property ; and whether it would be fit and 
proper and for the Benefit of the said Borough that any and what 
Matters now in Litigation in relation thereto should be adjusted and 
arranged upon any and what Terms ; and further, to inquire into the 
25 Nature and Extent of the Rates and Taxes levied upon Property m the 
said Borough by the Corporation of Belfast, or any Board or Body 
Corporate having Jurisdiction within the said Borough ; and whether it 
would be desirable to make Provision m any and what Manner for the 
Consolidation with the Corporation, or with each other, of any such 
30 Boards or Bodies Corporate, or for a single and uniform Collection 
of such Rates ; and whether, in the event of any such Consolidation, 
any and what Provision should ho made with respect to the present 
Assets and Liabilities of the Boards or Bodies to be consolidated, and 
with respect to the Extent and Limits of their several Jurisdictions ; and 
35 whether, with reference to the Purposes aforesaid, or any of them, and 
having regard to any prospective System of Valuation in Ireland, any 
and what Alteration should be made in the Scale or Scales of Taxation 
within the Borough; aud whether any Power at any Tlme b “ e ‘ of ” e 
vested in the said Boards or Bodies Corporate, or any of them, for 
40 carrying into effect any and what Purposes authorized by Parliament 
should be revived or renewed, or whether any and what Changes should 
be made in the Powers of such Boards or Bodies Corporate; and 
whether, with reference to the Purposes aforesaid, or any of them, any 
and what additional Powers of borrowing Money would he necessary o 
j-jj-j B expedient. 
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expedient: And whereas the said Commissioners, having duly inquired 
into the said several Matters as directed by the said Commission, 
have made their Report thereon, bearing Date the Eighteenth Day of 
December One thousand eight hundred and fifty-eight, which was by 
Her Majesty’s Command presented to both Houses of Parliament on 5 
the Twenty-fourth Day of February One thousand eight hundred and 
fifty-nine : And whereas the said Commissioners have reported that 
after the passing of the said firstly and secondly recited Acts, viz., on 
the Fourteenth Day of August One thousand eight hundred and forty- 
six, the Corporation commenced borrowing under the said Acts, and 10 
from that Day to the Thirty-first of December One thousand eight 
hundred and fifty-seven borrowed various large Sums of Money, and 
with Parts thereof repaid some of the Moneys so previously borrowed 
by them, pursuant to the Powers enabling them in that Behalf, and 
that on the Thirty-first Day of December One thousand eight hundred 15 
and fifty-seven the following Sums of Money were due by them ; 
that is to say, the Sum of One hundred and ninety thousand three 
hundred and eighteen Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Twopence, 
which was secured by Mortgages under the said Acts ; the Sum of 
Forty-six thousand and eight Pounds Twelve Shillings and Eleven- 20 
pence, which had been borrowed by the Corporation upon Certifi- 
cates or Acknowledgments stating the Amount of the Sum bor- 
rowed and the Rate of Interest payable thereon ; the Sum of Two 
thousand four hundred and eighty-two Pounds Sixteen Shillings 
and Sixpence due for unpaid Purchase Money ; and the Sum of 25 
Thirty-six thousand one hundred and forty-eight Pounds Eleven 
Shillings, and Sixpence, due to their Treasurer, making together the 
Sum of Eighty-four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and 
Elevenpence; and the said Commissioners further reported, that 
since the said Thirty-first Day of December One thousand eight 30 
hundred and fifty-seven the Corporation had out of Rates levied by 
them paid off the Sum of Five thousand Pounds, Part of the said Sum of 
One hundred and ninety thousand three hmidred and eighteen Pounds 
Thirteen Shillings and Twopence, leaving the Sum of One hundred 
and eighty-five thousand three hundred and eighteen Pounds 35 
Thirteen Shillings and Twopence, due on foot of Mortgages at the 
Time of holding the said Inquiry, which Sum the said Commissioners 
reported had been borrowed under and by virtue of the several Acts 
for the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast, and is now a Charge 
on the Rates and other Corporate Property of the said Borough ; and 40 
the said Commissioners further reported, that pursuant to a Decretal 
Order of the Court of Chancery, made in the said Cause of “ The 
Attorney General v. the Corporation of Belfast and others,” bearing 
Date the Nineteenth Day of June One thousand eight hundred and 

- fifty- 
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fifty-five, John Thomson, Esquire, the Treasurer of the Corporation, 
invested the Sum of Twelve thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine 
Pounds Seven Shillings and Tenpence (being the Amount of the 
Sinking Fund directed to be accumulated by the said Acts of 1845 
5 and 1846), then in his Control as Treasurer, in the Purchase of 
Government New Three per Cent. Stock, and transferred the said 
Stock to the Credit of the said Cause ; and the said Commissioners 
have further reported, that the said Corporation have invested the 
Sum of Two thousand nine hundred and forty-two Pounds, a Portion 
10 of the Rates appropriated to the Extinction of the Mortgage Debt, 
in the Purchase of Government New Three per Cent. Stock, in the 
Names of the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of Belfast, and that 
the Government Stock so purchased with the said Sum of Twelve 
thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine Pounds Twelve Shillings 
15 and Tenpence and Two thousand nine hundred and forty-two 
Pounds is now applicable to the Reduction of the said Sum of One 
hundred and eighty-five thousand three hundred and eighteen 
Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Twopence: And whereas the said 
Commissioners have further reported, that the said Sums, amounting 
20 to Eighty-four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and Eleven- 
pence, having been borrowed in excess of the Sum authorized to be 
charged ou the Rates at any One Time by the Acts of 1845 and 1846, 
and not having been applied in Repayment of the same, were bor- 
rowed by the Corporation otherwise than under and by virtue of 
25 the said Acts, and that the same are not, nor is any Part thereof, a 
Charge on the Rates and other Corporate Property of the Borough 
under the said Acts : And whereas the said Commissioners have further 
reported, that from the First Day of September One thousand eight 
hundred and forty-six, at which Time the said Corporation, by their 
30 Town Council, first began to expend Money under the aforesaid Acts 
for the Improvement of the Borough of Belfast, to the Thirty-first De- 
cember One thousand eight hundred and fifty-four, the total Amount 
expended by the said Corporation in the Purchase of Lands, Houses, 
Tenements, and Hereditaments, in widening and improving old Streets 
35 and making new Streets, in purchasing old Markets and erecting new 
Markets, in sewering the Streets of the Borough, and in erecting 
other Works of a Nature similar to those authorized by the said Acts, 
and in Payment of the Costs of obtaining the said Acts, Costs of Inqui- 
sitions, Arbitrations, and other Costs of purchasing the said Lands and 
40 Markets, was the Sum of Two hundred and seventy-three thousand 
one hundred and seventy-two Pounds Seven Shillings and Sixpence, 
and that of this Sum the Sum of Two hundred thousand Pounds, 
being the Amount of the Moneys authorized to be raised by the Acts 
of 1845 and 1846, was (except so far as relates to the Manufacture of 
45 Gas contemplated by the Act of 1846) expended by the said Corpo- 
■ ml B 2 ration 
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ration in the Manner directed and for tire Pur-poses mentioned and 
set forth in the said Acts, and that inasmuch as the Sum of Seventy- 
three thousand one hundred and seventy-two Pounds Seven Shil- 
lings and Sixpence, being the Residue of the said Sura of Iwo 
hundred and seventy-three thousand one hundred and seventy-two 5 
Pounds Seven Shillings and Sixpence, was borrowed by the Corpora- 
tion beyond the Powers given by the said Acts, the same was not 
expended by the Corporation under or by virtue o f the said Acts, but 
the said Commissioners have reported that the same was expended 
by them in the Purchase of Lands, Houses, Tenements, and Here- 10 
ditaments, in widening and improving old Streets and making new 
Streets, in purchasing old Markets and erecting new Markets, in 
sewering the Streets of the Borough, and in erecting other Works 
similar to those authorized hy the said Acts: And whereas the said 
Commissioners have further reported, that the entire of the said Sum of 15 
Two hundred and seventy-three thousand one hundred and seventy- two 
Pounds Seven Shillings and Sixpence was expended by the Corporation 
of Belfast bond fide, judiciously, and with a due Regard to the Benefit 
of the Borough, and that by the Expenditure of the said Moneys the 
Corporation have effected great public Improvements in widening and 20 
improving the Streets and Sewerage of the Town, and in purchasing 
and establishing Markets, and providing Market Places, which have 
materially promoted Trade, Commerce, and Manufactures, and which 
now yield a substantial and increasing Income, amounting at present 
to upwards of Five thousand Pounds per Annum, applicable pur- 25 
suant to the said Acts to the Payment of the Interest of the 
Money borrowed under the same, and that the said Corporation are 
also now the Owners of Ground Rents and Ground available for 
building and other Purposes, the Value of which may be fairly esti- 
mated at Seventy thousand Pounds : And whereas the said Commis- 30 
sioners have further reported, that an Arrangement was entered into 
between the Corporation and the Belfast Gas Company which was 
deemed highly beneficial to the public and private Interests of the 
Borough, and which was afterwards carred out by a written Contract 
with the Company, whereby a large Saving was effected for the 35 
Public, and that the Price of Gas to private Consumers has since 
been reduced to Four Shillings and Eightpence per Thousand Cubic 
Feet; and the said Commissioners further reported, that the Corpora- 
tion of Belfast, in entering into the aforesaid Arrangement with the 
Belfast Gas Company, acted not only bona fide and for the Benefit of 40 
the Borough, but conferred on the Inhabitants of the Borough more 
Advantages than if they had erected Works at considerable Expense, 
and entered into Competition with a rival Establishment in a Matter 
of Trade, while at the same Time they were enabled to apply to the 
other Purposes contemplated by the Improvement Acts the Moneys 45 

authorized 
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authorized to be borrowed thereunder : And whereas the said Com- 
missioners have further reported, that the borrowing of the said 
Sum of Eightv-four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and 
Elevenpence, not now chargeable upon the Pates and other 
5 Property of the Borough, should be legalized, and that the said 
Sum and the Interest due and to accrue due thereon, should be 
made a Charge upon the Rates and other Property of the Borough 
puisne to and next in Priority after the Moneys borrowed by 
the Corporation under and by virtue of the Powers given them fol- 
io that Purpose by the Acts of 1845 and 1846, and now secured by Mort- 
gage: And whereas the said Commissioners have further leported, 
that it appeared from the Evidence adduced before them that the 
Continuance of the Litigation so pending as herem-before recited 
in respect of the Municipal Affairs of the Borough of Belfast would 
15 he most injurious to the Interests of the Borough, and recommend 
that the same should be adjusted and arranged upon the Terms 
hereiu-after mentioned and contained, that is to say, that as regards 
the said Action at Law the Proceedings in the said Action s bo<ild he 
stayed, the Costs of the Plaintiff, when taxed, should be paid by the 

20 Special Respondents in the said Original Information, and that the 
Principal Moneys and Interest, for the Recovery of which the said 
Action was commenced, should, together with the Residue of the said 
Sum of Fortv-six thousand and eight Pounds Twelve Shillings and 
Elevenpence, be charged upon the Rates and other Property of the 
25 Borough, and that as regards the said Original and Supplemental 
Informations, the borrowing of the said Sum of W°- thousand 
six hundred and forty Pounds and Elevenpence should, a . before 
mentioned, be legalized, and that the Proceedings m the 0 0 mal 
and Supplemental Informations should be stayed, and that, the 
30 Special Respondents named in the Original IuformaUon stauld jomtly 
and severally he made liable to and should pay the taxed Costs oi 
the Attorney General in the Original Information, and should also 
nay the Costs of the Corporation in the Original and Supplemental 
Informations, and that the Special Respondents th “ 

35 Costs • And whereas the said Commissioners have further reported 
that the following Rates and Taxes are levied upon Property within 

the said Borough; (that is to say,) Art for 

1. A Borough Rate, levied under the Authority of the Acttor 
the Regulation of Municipal Corporations m Ireland, Tlnrcl 
Ind Fourth Victoria, Chapter One hundred andiught amended 
by Third and Fourth Victoria, Chapter One hundred and 

A Police Rate levied under the Authority of “ The Belfast 
Improvement Act, 1845 ,” as ^ amended by The Bcltast 
Borough Extension Act, 1853 ; 3 ^ 

[11.] B 3 
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;j. A Baths and Washhouses Rate, levied under the Authority of 
an Act Ninth and Tenth Victoria, Chapter Eighty-seven, for 
providing for the voluntary Establishment in certain Cities 
and Towns in Ireland of Public Baths and Washhouses ; 

4. A Water Rate levied under the Authority of the Belfast Water 5 
Act : 

And whereas the said Commissioners have further reported, that 
the only Boards or Bodies Corporate having Jurisdiction exclusively 
within the Borough to levy Rates or Taxes on Property arc the said 
Corporation of Belfast and the Belfast Water Commissioners, incor- 10 
porated by and elected under the Provisions of the said Act Third 
and Fourth Victoria, Chapter Seventy-nine (Local and Personal), 
called herein “ the Belfast Water Act. And whereas the said Com- 
missioners further reported, that the Extent of the said Rates as 
respects the Area on which the same arc leviable is as follows : 15 

1. The Borough Rate, which is levied off all Tenements situate 

within the Municipal Borough for the Time being ; 

2. The Police Rate, which is levied off all Tenements within those 

Districts of the Borough from Time to Time declared by the 
Town Council to be Districts to be lighted and watched by 20 
the Council; 



3. The Baths and Washhouses Rate, which is levied with, and as 
Part of the Borough Rate, off all Tenements within the 
Municipal Borough ; 

-J. The Water Rate, which is levied off all Dwelling Houses within 25 
the Boundary set out and defined in Schedule (B.) to the said ' 
“ Belfast Water Act,” and the Precincts thereof, as set forth 
in the same Schedule, (which Boundary does not coincide with 
the Municipal Boundaries,) such Dwelling Houses being so 
situate that they may receive the Benefit of the Water, and 30 
opposite to which, or in the Street in which the same respec- 
tively are situate,, a Service Pipe shall have been laid, and 
also off all Buildings not being Dwelling Houses, provided 
there, shall be constructed in the Street in which such Building 
is situate Plugs or Pipes to be supplied with Water for the 35 
extinguishing of Fires : 

And whereas the said Commissioners have further reported that it 
is desirable that the Duty of supplying the Town with Water, and 
the exercise of the Powers necessary for that Purpose, should be 
imposed on and entrusted to the Corporation of Belfast, that the 40 
Belfast iWater Commissioners should be abolished, and that Provision 
should be made as in this Act contained for transferring to and vesting 
m the Corporation the Assets and Property of the said Commissioners, 
subject to the present , Debts and Liabilities affecting the same; and 
further, that the Jurisdiction of the Corporation of Belfast to supply 45 

Water 
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Water and levy Rates for the same should be made co-extensive with 
the lighted and watched Districts of the Borough, that the Scale of 
rating provided for by the said “Belfast Water Act” should be 
repealed, and that in lieu thereof the Corporation should be empowered 
5 to levy Rates upon all Houses and Tenements of the value of Five 
Pounds and upwards in the lighted and watched Districts adequate 
for the Payment of an Annuity of Eight hundred Pounds to the 
President and Assistants of the Belfast Charitable Society, the 
Interest of the Moneys borrowed by the said Belfast Water Com- 
iO missioners on the Security of the Rates levied by them as aforesaid, 
the Maintenance of a Sinking Fund, and executing and maintaining 
Works necessary to supply the Town with Water, and that such 
Rates should he levied according to an uniform Poundage Scale of 
rating : And whereas the said Commissioners have further reported, 
15 with reference to the Rates levied by the Corporation under the 
Authority of the said recited Acts for the Improvement of the Borough 
of Belfast, that having regard to the prospective System of Valuation 
in Ireland, under the Fifteenth and Sixteenth Victoria, Chapter Sixty- 
three (commonly called Griffiths Valuation), which will he a reduced 
20 Valuation as compared with any now existing for Borough Purposes, 
an Alteration should be made in the Scale of Taxation within the 
Borough, and that considering the Amount of the Moneys required to 
be raised by Taxation for Payment of the Interest on the Debt, and 
for the other necessary Purposes of the Borough, the Scale of rating 
25 should be as follows, a maximum Rate not exceeding Two Shillings in 
the Pound in any One Year upon Houses and Tenements of the Value 
of Twenty Pounds and under, and a maximum Rate of Four Shillings 
in the Pound in any one year upon Houses and Tenements above the 
Value of Twenty Pounds : And whereas the said Commissioners have 
30 further reported, that there should be a single and uniform Collection 
of all the Rates in the said Borough, so that the Police Rate, Wash- 
houses Rate, Poor Rate, and Water Rate, and other Rates to be 
levied by the Corporation of Belfast, should for the Purposes of 
Collection he consolidated together, and collected by a Collector- 
35 General of Rates as by this Act provided : And whereas the said 
Commissioners have further reported, that the Corporation should be 
empowered to borrow, on the Security of the Rates and Property oi 
the Corporation, any Sums of Money not exceeding Fifteen thousand 
Pounds for the Purpose of diverting into the Sewers of the Town a 
40 Stream called the Pound Burn, which now falls into the Blackstaff 
River, and thereby to abate or reduce the Nuisance at present arising 
from the said River, and also for the Purpose of enabling them, under 
the Provisions of the said thirdly-recited Act, with the Co-operation 
of the Grand Juries of the Counties of Antrim and Down, to pur- 
m,i B 4 chase 
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chase the Lagan Bridge and the Tolls thereof, and to open the said 
Bridge to the Public free of Toll : And whereas the said Commis- 
sioners have further reported, that by the said thirdly-recited Act 
the Corporation are bound to sell and dispose of their surplus 
Property within a limited Time, and that it would be for the Benefit 5 
of the Borough of Belfast that such Period should be extended, and 
that the Title of the Corporation to the Property in their Possession 
should be confirmed: And whereas the Right Honourable James 
Whiteside, Her Majesty’s Attorney- General for Ireland, who is the 
Plaintiff in the said Informations pending in the said Court of Chan- IQ 
eery in Ireland, has approved of the Terms recommended by the said 
Commissioners for the Settlement and Adjustment of the same: And 
whereas it is expedient and for the Public Advantage that the Applica- 
tion of the Moneys so borrowed by the Corporation as aforesaid should 
be confirmed, and that the other Recommendations of the said Commis- 15 
sioners should be carried into effect under the Authority of Parliament: 
May it therefore please Your Majesty that it may be enacted ; and 
be it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with 
the Advice and Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and 
Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority 20 
of the same, as follows : 

I. This Act may be cited for all Purposes as “The Belfast 
Borough Act, 1859.” 

II. The Word “ Boards” when used in this Act shall mean the ^ 
Council of the Borough of Belfast and the Board of Guardians of the 
Poor Law Union of Belfast, unless there be something in the Subject 
or Context repugnant to such Construction. 

HI. The Act of the Session of the Third and Fourth Years of 
Her present Majesty, Chapter One hundred and eight, for the 30 
Regulation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland, and the Act of the 
Session of the Sixth and Seventh Years of Her present Majesty, 
Chapter Ninety-three, for the Amendment of that Act, and all the 
Clauses and Provisions of those Acts respectively now in force, save 
so far as by this Act otherwise expressly provided, shall with respect 35 
to the Borough of Belfast be and continue in full Force and Effect, and 
shall be applied to this Act, and the Matters therein, so far as the same 
are applicable, and those Acts and this Act shall accordingly be con- 
strued together as if they were One Act, and for that Purpose the Pro- 
visions of that Act of the Third and Fourth Years of Her present 40 
Majesty, assigning Meanings to Words and Expressions therein shall 
extend and apply to the like Words and Expressions in this Act. 

IV. This 
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IV. This Act shall be carried into execution by the Mayor, Alder- 

men and Burgesses of the Borough of Belfast acting by the Council Corporation 
of the Borough. Co™? 7 

V. The several Mortgages now outstanding for the Sum of One rnmhyof 
5 hundred and eighty-five thousand three hundred and eighteen Pounds Mortgage!. 

Thirteen Shillings and Twopence, issued under the Provisions of the 
first and secondly recited Acts, and all Mortgages issued, whether 
under the said recited Acts or this Act, for the Purpose of paying off 
the said existing Mortgages, or for the Purpose of reborrowing the 
10 Sum of Fifteen thousand Pounds herein-after mentioned, shall have 
Priority over all other Mortgages from Time to Time granted under 
this Act. 

VI. For the Purpose of paying off any Principal Money secured by ta' to 
any of the outstanding Mortgages when and as the same become due pay off 

15 and payable the Council may, from Time to Time, borrow on Mort- Mortgages, 
gage, at such Rate of Interest as they think fit, the Sums required to 
pay off the Mortgages so falling due : Provided always, that the 
Money so from Time to Time borrowed shall be applied forthwith 
and exclusively in paying off the Mortgages for paying off which it is 
20 so borrowed. 

VII. The Government New Three per Cent. Stock purchased 

with the said Sum of Twelve thousand seven hundred and thirty-nine tte Cre 3 it of 
Pounds Seven Shillings and Tenpence, and now standing in the Court of 
Name of the Accountant-General of the Court of Chancery in Ireland Cause may 
25 to the Credit of the Cause of the Attorney-General for Ireland, at be applied to 
the Relation of John Rea, against the Mayor, Aldermen, and Bur- gf^ort- 
gesses of the Borough off Belfast and others, shall be sold, and the gage Debt. 
Proceeds thereof paid to the Treasurer of the Borough, to be applied 
by the Corporation to paying off and reducing the said Mortgage 
30 Debt of One hundred and eighty-five thousand three hundred and 
eighteen Pounds Thirteen Shillings and Twopence, in such Order 
as the Council may direct. 

VIII. The Council may from Time to Time reborrow on Mort- ' *> r «- 

■ume any Part or Parts of the said Sum of Two hundred thousand 15 000 , for 

35 Pounds borrowed under the Authority of the said firstly-recited 
Act which has been so paid off as herein-before recited, which the P - ' 
Council may require for the Purposes following ; that is to say, first, 
for diverting the Stream called the Pound Bum into the public 
Sewers of the Town, and making and executing all such Culverts, 

40 Drains, and Sewers as may he required for the Purpose of such 
r,,-i C Diversion; 
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Diversion ; second, for enabling the Council, with the Co-operation 
of the Grand Juries of the Counties of Antrim and Down, to purchase 
from the Lagan Bridge Company under the Powers of the said 
thirdly-recited Act the Lagan Bridge, and all other the Property of 
the Company, including the Tolls of the Bridge, and to open the said 5 
Bridge to the Public free of Toll : Provided always, that the Sums to 
be so reborrowed by the Council shall not exceed in the whole the 
Sum of Fifteen thousand Pounds. 

IX. After the passing of this Act the Council may and shall grant 
Mortgages of the Police Rates hereby authorized to the several IQ 
Persons entitled to the said Sums of Money, amounting in the whole 
to the Sum of Eighty-four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and 
Elevenpence, and the Arrears of Interest due thereon, so borrowed by 
the Corporation as herein recited, and the Mortgages so given may be 
according to the Form in the Schedule (A.) to this Act, or to the like 15 
Effect, and shall be valid and effectual Mortgages for the Sums thereby 
expressed to be secured. 

X. The Town Clerk shall keep a Register of all Mortgages granted 
under this Act, and of all Transfers and Assignments thereof, and 
within Fourteen Days after the Date of any such Mortgage the Town 20 
Clerk shall enter in such Register the Number and Date thereof, and 
the Names of the Parties thereto, with their proper Additions, and 
within Thirty Days after the Date of any Transfer of a Mortgage 
granted under this Act it shall be produced to the Town Clerk, who 
shall enter in such Register the Date and Particulars of such Transfer, 25 
and for such Entry the Town Clerk may demand the Sum of Two 
Shillings and Sixpence ; and after such Entry every such Transfer 
shall entitle the Transferee, his Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, 

to the full Benefit of the original Mortgage in all respects, and no 
Party having made such Transfer shall have power to make void, 30 
release, or discharge the Mortgage so transferred, or any Sum 
thereby seemed. 

XI. All Persons to whom such Mortgages shall be granted, or who 
shall be entitled to the Moneys thereby secured, shall in proportion 
to the Sums therein respectively mentioned be Creditors on the 35 
said Rates and other Property so mortgaged equally with one another, 
mahout any Preference in respect of the Priority of advancing such 
Moneys or the Dates of such Mortgages. 

XII. The Council may from Time to Time, when any of the Sums 
secured by such Mortgages fall due, borrow Money to pay off* the same, 40 

at 
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at such Rate of Interest as they shall think fit, and may issue Mortgages 
to secure the same according to the Form in the Schedule (A.) to 
this Act, or to the like Effect : Provided always, that the Money so 
borrowed shall be applied forthwith and exclusively in paying off the 

5 Mortgages for paying off which it is so borrowed. 

XIII. From and after the passing of this Act the Sum of Two Application 
hundred thousand Pounds raised on Mortgage, and all other Moneys ° 0 43cL 
received under the said recited Acts, or any of them, and also the 

Sum of Eighty-four thousand six hundred and forty Pounds and 

10 Elevenpence, borrowed as in this Act recited, shall he deemed to 
have been properly and legally applied and expended by the 
Corporation. 

XIV. The Purchases of all Lands and Property, and of all Estates Pureliases of 
and Interests therein, which the Council have at any Time hitherto 

15 purchased or contracted to purchase for any of the Purposes of the 
said recited Acts, or any of them, are hereby confirmed (whether 
the Purchase thereof were by the recited Acts, or any of them, 
authorized or not) ; and such Lands aud Property, and all Estates 
and Interests therein, shall be and are by this Act vested in the 

20 Corporation ; and all the Provisions of the recited Acts with respect 
to the Lands aud Property thereby respectively authorized to be 
purchased by the Council shall extend and apply to all such Lands 
and Property. 

XV. The Time limited by the thirdly-recited Act (Section Seven) 

25 for the Sale by the Council of Ground Rents reserved by any Lease or Me of 
Demise, and the Reversion and Inheritance in Fee Simple in Possession Ground 
of the Pieces or Parcels of Land therein demised, shall, as regards all 
Leases granted by the Council at the Time of the passing of this 
Act, be extended for the Period of Ten Years from the passing hereof. 

30 XVI. AH Moneys received by the Council from the Sale of lw^of 
surplus Lands and Ground Rents shall be applied by them in the j j!ulc i,. to be 
first place in paying off and discharging the Mortgages issued under 
this Act for securing the said Sum of Eighty-four thousand six 0 f 
hundred and forty Pounds and Elevenpence, and the Arrears of S4.640Z. 

35 Interest thereon, in such Order as the Council shall direct. 

XVII. From and after the Day of all the Powers aud 

Powers and Authorities which by the said Belfast Water Act were 
given and conferred on the Commissioners to he elected under that Water Com- 
[11.] C 2 Act, 
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missionersto Act, save in so far as the same are inconsistent with or are modified 
by Ae 1- Cor- anc * repealed by the Provisions of this Act, shall and may be exercised 
poration. by the Corporation of Belfast, acting by the Council of the Borough ; 

and the said Act shall be read as if the Expression “the Council” 
(meaning thereby the Town Council of the Borough of Belfast) was 5 
used therein instead of the Expression “ the Commissioners.” 






Property of XVIII. From and after the said Day of the 

Propert} r , Estate, Right, Title, and Interest of and in all the Conduits, 
sionerstobe Pipes, Waterhouses, Reservoirs, and other Waterworks of and then 
toTnd^ested belonging to the Belfast Water Commissioners, with the Lands and 10 
in the Cor- Appurtenances thereto belonging, or held or used therewith, and all the 
poration. Materials to the same respectively belonging ; and all Engines, Buckets, 
Tools, Implements, and Things, of whatever Description, provided by 
the said Commissioners for any of the Purposes of the said Belfast 
Water Act, and all the Springs and Waters belonging to the said 15 
Commissioners, and all and singular other the Real and Personal 
Estate, Moneys, Chattels, and Effects of the said Commissioners, shall 
be transferred to and vested in the Corporation of Belfast. 



Sections of XIX. The following Sections of the Belfast Water Act are hereby 

W-lte Act repealed ; (that is to say,) Sections 7, 58, 59, 60, 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 20 
repealed. 66, 67, 68, 69, 70, 71, 72, 73, 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 80, 85, 86, 87, 

88, 89, 94, 95, 112, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117, 118, 125, 126, 127, 149, 
150. 

Books, &c. XX. Notwithstanding such Transfer and Repeal as aforesaid, 
Evidence. Documents, Books, Plans, and Writings by the said Act directed 25 
or authorized to he kept or made, and which if this Act were not 
passed would be receivable in Evidence, shall be admitted as Evidence 
in all Courts of Law and Equity and elsewhere accordingly. 

XXI. Notwithstanding such Transfer and Repeal as aforesaid, all 
tinued. Resolutions, Orders, and Proceedings of General Meetings or Com- 3 q 
mittees which immediately before such Transfer are binding shall 
continue in full Force, and be in like Manner binding for the Purposes 
of this Act. 

not^to^bate Notwithstanding such Transfer and Repeal as aforesaid, 

any Action, Suit, Prosecution, or other Proceeding commenced either 35 
by or against the Belfast Water Commissioners before the Period of 
such Transfer shall not abate or be discontinued or prejudicially 
affected by this Act, but on the contrary shall continue and take 
effect both in favour of and against all Persons interested, in like 

Manner 
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Manner to all Intents as if this Act were not passed, save only that 
the Corporation shall be substituted therein for the Belfast Water 
Commissioners. 

XXIII. Notwithstanding such Transfer and Repeal as aforesaid, 

5 all Persons who immediately before such Transfer owe any Money 0 f Raws to 
to the said Belfast Water Commissioners, or to any Person on their 1* pul 
Behalf, for Rates, Arrears of Rates, or otherwise howsoever, shall pay 
the same, with all Interest, if any, due and payable or accruing for 
the same, to the Council ; and all Moneys which immediately before 
10 such Transfer are owing by or recoverable from the said Belfast 
Water Commissioners, or for the Payment erf which they are or but 
for this Act would be liable, shall be paid (with all Interest, if any, 
due and payable or accruing for the same) by or be recoverable from 
the Corporation, and be payable by them out of the Water Rate to 
15 be levied as herein-before provided. 

XXIV. Notwithstanding such Transfer and Repeal, all Purchases, 

Sales, Conveyances, Deeds, Agreements, Securities, and Contracts Sc . l0 
made’ by the Belfast Water Commissioners under the Provisions of l>resew e ,l. 
the said Belfast Water Act, or with respect to the Purposes thereof, 

20 shall be as effectual to all Intents for, against, and with respect to the 
Corporation as if the same had been made by, to, or with respect to 
them instead of to the Water Commissioners, and may be proceeded 
on and enforced in like Manner to all Intents as if the Corporation 
were Party or privy thereto, or referred to therein. 

25 XXV. The said Belfast Water Act, as altered and amended by Act 

this Act, shall extend to and may he put in force within any Part of ba- 

the Municipal Borough of Belfast, as defined by the said fifthly- 
recited Act, and the several Provisions of the said Belfast Water Act 
which relate to the District defined by the Schedule to that Act as the 
30 Town and Borough of Belfast shall apply to and may be put ill force 
within the Districts of the Borough from Time to Time lighted and 
watched by the Council under the said firstly-recited Act; and the 
several Provisions of the Belfast Water Act which relate and apply to 
the Precincts set forth in the same Schedule shall apply to all such 
35 Parts of the Borough as are not from Time to Time lighted and 
watched by the Council. 

XXVI. The Council shall and may (subject to the Provisions 
herein-after contained with respect to the Apportionment and Collec- Kate3 ulder 
tion of Rates) fix and determine the Rate or Rates to be annually Water Aet. 

[11.] C 3 P^d 
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paid or payable in respect of Dwelling Houses and Buildings liable to 
be rated for Water Rate under the Provisions of the Belfast Water 
Act and this Act, and which Rate shall be sufficient to raise a Sura 
adequate to the several Purposes to which such W ater Rate is by 
this Act directed to be applied, and shall as regards Dwelling ^ 
Houses be raised and levied according to an uniform Poundage Scale 
upon all Dwelling Houses liable to be rated thereto ; but nothing 
herein contained shall alter, vary, or extend the Liability of Buildings 
not being Dwelling Houses to pay a Rate not exceeding Twopence in 
the Pound under the Provisions of the said Belfast Water Act. 10 

XXVII. The Water Rate or Rates to be imposed under this Act 
shall be applied by the Council, in the first place, in Payment of the 
annual Sum of Eight hundred Pounds, payable to the President and 
Assistants of the Belfast Charitable Society under the Provisions of 
the said Belfast Water Act, and also in paying all Chief Rents, Rent- 15 
charges, or Duties payable by reason of any Lease, Demise, Contract, 
or other Deed under which the Waterworks, or any Part thereof, 
now is or hereafter shall be held, or any Public, Parochial, or Parlia- 
mentary Assessment or Duty ; in the second place, in paying the 
Interest accruing upon the several Principal Sums of Money for the 20 
Time being borrowed under the Authority of the said Belfast Water 
Act, together with a Sinking Fund of not less than One per Cent. 
upon the Principal Sum so borrowed; in the third place, in main- 
taining, enlarging, improving, and keeping in repair the Waterworks 
hereby transferred to and vested in them, and in Payment of the 25 
Salaries to the different Officers and Servants employed by the Council 
under the Provisions of the said Belfast Water Act, and any other 
Costs and Expenses which may be incurred in carrying the Provisions 
of the Belfast Water Act, as extended and enlarged by this Act, into 
effect. 30 

XXVIII. The Council shall cause their Treasurer or other Officer 
to keep a separate Account of all Sums of Money to be received by 
them for Water Rates, or for special or extraordinary Supplies of 
Water, and also of all Sums paid and expended by them in carrying 
into effect the Provisions of the said Belfast Water Act and of this 35 
Act, so far as the same relates to the Supply of Water, in like Manner 
as they are directed to do by the said firstly-recited Act with respect 
to all Moneys to be received by them under that Act ; and the Town 
Clerk shall cause an Abstract of such Account to be printed and kept 
for Sale, as the said firstly-recited Act directs with respect to the 40 
Account of Moneys received and expended under the same. 

XXIX. Nothing 
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XXIX. Nothing in this Act contained shall authorize or empower Payment of 
the Collector-General (to be appointed as herein-after mentioned) to s e g“^[. 
interfere with the Collection of any Moneys to be paid under the nary Sup- 
Provisions of the said Belfast Water Act for special or extraordinary plie8 - 

5 Supplies ; but the said Council shall have and Exercise the Powers of 
levying, collecting, and recovering Payment for such special or extra- 
ordinary Supplies in the said Belfast Water Act contained, in the 
same Manner and to the same Extent as the Belfast W ater Commis- 
sioners might have had and exercised the same as if this Act had not 
10 been passed. 

XXX. From and after the First of January One thousand eight P°werof 
hundred and sixty , the several Powers, Duties, and Authorities of Rates trans- 
applotting, levying, and collecting the Poor Rate, Water Rate, Police 

Rate, Borough Kate, and Baths and Washhouses Rate leviable within Genel ,i. 

15 the Municipal Boundary of the Borough of Belfast, shall cease to be 
exercised by the Persons empowered by any Act or Acts to applot, 
levy, and collect the same, and shall be vested in and exercised by the 
Collector-General of Rates under this Act, and shall be exercised in 
the Manner by this Act directed, and not otherwise. 

20 XXXI. The Limits of this Act for the Collection of the Poor Limits of 
Rates, Police Rates, Borough Rates, Baths and Washhouses Rates, Act - 
and Water Rates shall be the Municipal District of Belfast as defined 
by the fifthly-recited Act. 

XXXII. In case the Council and the Board of Guardians shall, on A PP°“‘- 
25 or before the First Day of November next after the passing of this CoUector . 
Act, agree in selecting a Person to be appointed Collector-General General, 
of Rates under this Act, such Person shall be the Collector-General ; 
but if the said Boards cannot agree upon the Person to be so nomi- 
nated, the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, by Warrant under his Hand 
30 and Seal, may appoint such Person as he thinks proper to be the Col- 
lector-General of Rates; and upon the Death or Removal of any 
Collector-General the said Boards may, if they agree, nominate Us 
Successor, but in case they do not agree in nominating such Successor 
within Weeks after a Vacancy occurs, such Successor shall 

35 be in like Manner appointed by the Lord Lieutenant. 

XXXIII. The Council and Board of Guardians may in like Manner 
agree upon and determine the Salary to be paid to the Collector- General m a 
General, not being more than Four hundred Pounds a Year, and the 
Amount to be paid for Rent of Offices, and other necessary incidental ment . 

40 Expenses, and also the N ature and Amount of the Security to be given 
[11,] C 4 by 
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24 Belfast Borough. 

by the Collector-General for the faithful Performance of his Duty 
under this Act ; but in case the said Boards cannot agree upon the 
Amount of such Salary, Allowances for Expenses, and Security, the 
Lord Lieutenant may fix and determine the same. 

XXXIV. On the Death, Resignation, or Removal of any Collector- 5 
General appointed under this Act, the Balance of Cash for which he 
shall at that Time have Credit in his Account as Collector-General 
with the Bank, to be selected as herein provided, shall, so soon as a 
Successor shall be appointed to this Office of Collector-General, 
actually vest in such Successor, and shall immediately be transferred 10 
to the Account of such Successor, to be applied for the Purposes of 
this Act ; and the Collector-General for the Time being is hereby 
required to issue his Drafts or Orders for all unsatisfied Charges and 
Demands payable out of the Moneys in the Bank, although the same 
shall have accrued in the Time of any former Collector-General. 15 

XXXV. The Council and Board of Guardians may from Time to 
Time, subject to the Approval of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, 
make, alter, and repeal such Regulations as they think fit for the 
Guidance of the Collector-General in the Performance of his several 
Duties under this Act, and subject to the Provisions of this Act, he 20 
shall conform to the Regulations so made and from Time to Time in 
force. 

XXXVI. The Council and the Board of Guardians may agree 
upon any of the Banks having an Office within the Borough to be the 
Bank with which all Moneys to be received by the Collector- General 25 
shall from Time to Time be deposited, and may at any time agree 
in appointing another such Bank in its Stead ; but in case they cannot 
agree, the Branch Office of the Governor and Company of the Bank 
of Ireland shall be the Bank with which such Moneys shall be 
deposited. 30 

XXX\ II. The Bank so from Time to Time appointed shall open 
an Account with the Collector-General, to be entitled “ The Account 
“ of the Collector-General of Rates in the Borough of Belfast ; ” and 
shall also open separate Accounts with the Council and the Board of 
Guardians respectively, in the Name of such Treasurer, Receiver, or 35 
Officer as they respectively direct, and shall at all Times give to the 
Collector-General, or to the said Boards respectively, or to any Person 
appointed to inspect and audit such Accounts, Copies of every such 
Account as well as of the Account of the Collector- General : 
Provided always, that the opening of any such Account shall not 40 
authorize the Bank to pay out to either of the said Boards, or to the 

Collector- 
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Collector- General, any Money lodged with the Bank, without such 
Voucher or Authority as they are now or may hereafter by Law be 
directed to require. 

XXXVIII. The Council and the Board of Guardians may agree to Appoint- ^ 
5 retain for the Purposes of this Act such Clerks, Collectors, and other collectors. 
Officers employed by either of the said Boards at the passing of 
this Act, and from Time to Time may appoint and employ such 
Clerks, Collectors, and other Officers to assist in the Execution of 
this Act as they may think necessary and proper, and from Time to 
10 Time may remove any such Officers and appoint others in the Room 
of such as are so removed or die, or resign or discontinue their 
Offices, and shall order the Payment to such Officers respectively, out 
of the Moneys to be received by the Collector-General, of such 
Salaries and Allowances as they may agree upon. 

15 XXXIX. Before any Person retained or appointed by the said Sub-CJol- 
Boards to or in any Office by virtue of which he will be entrusted g^secu- 
with the Custody or Control of Moneys shall enter- upon such Office, rity. 
he shall give such Security for the due Discharge of the Duties thereof 
as the said Boards shall direct. 

20 XL. In case at any Time the Council and the Board of Guardians Collector- 
cannot agree upon the Appointment of such Clerks, Collectors, and 
other Officers, and the Security to be given by them as aforesaid, the Collectors 
Collector-General may, with the Approval of the Lord Lieutenant, Q a ^ tam 
appoint and employ such Officers as he shall think necessary, and 
25 shall pay them such Salaries and Allowances as the Lord Lieutenant 
shall direct. 

XLI. Every Collector appointed or employed by virtue of this Act Sub-Collec- 
to collect any Rates shall pay over the same to the Bank on the Day 
or Days in every Week appointed by the Collector-General for the Bank. 

30 Purpose, to be placed by the Bank to the Account of the Collector- 
General, and the Receipt of the Bank for the Moneys so paid shall be 
a sufficient Discharge to the Collector ; and every such Collector shall 
at such Time, and in such Manner as the Collector- General directs, 
deliver to him true and perfect Accounts in Writing under his Hand 
35 of all Moneys received by him, and of all Moneys paid by him to the 
Bank by virtue of this Act, and also a List of the Names of all Per- 
sons who have neglected or refused to pay any Rate or Money owing 
by them, with a Statement of the Moneys due from them respectively. 

XLII. All Moneys paid under this Act into the Bank shall be placed, Account^ 
40 in the first instance, to the Credit of the Collector-General’s Account m an * 
with the Bank, and such Part only of those Moneys shall be transferred 
[11.] D from 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




9 g Belfast Borough. 

from his Account to the Credit of the Accounts of the said Boards 
respectively with the Bank as the Collector-General from Time to 
Time, by Writing under his Hand, orders to be so transferred, or as is 
certified as by this Act provided to be so transferable. 

b XLIII. No Money shall be paid under this Act by the Collector- 5 
Collector- General otherwise than by a Cheque or Order under his Hand, on the 
be e oS nl b° Bank appointed as aforesaid, and no such Payment shall be made 
Cheques on except out of Moneys standing to the Credit of his Account with the 



Expenses of XLIV. The Expenses of the Management of the Office of the 10 
Management Q 0 n ec tor-General, including Salaries, Poundage, Rent of Office, Taxes, 
ceedTwo and all other incidental Expenses attending the same, shall not exceed 
and a Half rp Wf) p oun ds anc l Ten Shillings per Centum upon the total Amount 
pei n ’ of Moneys collected by the Collector-General. 



Expenses Of XLV. The Expenses incurred in applotting, collecting, levying, 15 
Manage- au d recovering the Rates, and of the Management of the Office of 
ETbepdcL Collector-General, together with the Rent of Offices and all Taxes 
connected therewith, and other incidental Expenses, shall be paid or 
allowed by the said Boards respectively in proportion to the Sums 
collected for them-; and an Account of such Expenses, shall every 20 
Three Months be transmitted to each of the said Boards, who shall, 
if necessary, forthwith pay the same to the Bank, to be placed to 
the Credit of the Collector-General ; and in case either of the said 
Boards for Ten Days fail to pay their Proportion of such Expenses 
as specified in the Account so transferred to them respectively, the 25 
Collector-General may and shall deduct the Amount out of any 
Moneys standing to his Credit at the Bank, and applicable to the 
Purposes of the defaulting Board. 



Expenses to XLVI. The Moneys from Time to Time received by the Collector- 
of Rates? 06 General under this Act shall be applicable, in the first place, for the 30 
Payment of the Salaries, Poundage, or other Remuneration of the 
Collector-General, and of the Clerks, Collectors, and other Officers 
appointed as aforesaid; and of all Costs properly paid or incurred by 
the Collector-General in and about legal and other Proceedings for the 
Recovery of the Rates, and of all Rents, Rates, and Taxes payable in 35 
respect of the Office or Offices provided under this Act for the 
Collection of Rates, and the Expenses of providing for the Office or 
Offices Books, Stationery, Fires, Lights, and other Requisites, and all 
other Management Expenses, to be sanctioned by the said Boards or 
by the Lord Lieutenant as herein-before provided. 40 



XLVII. Subject 
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XLVTI Subject to the Payments to be made as by this Act pro- 
vided out of the Moneys received by the Collector-Genera’ I, all received^ 
Moneys received by him on account of the several Rates fiom Time Gencr|ll 
to Time certified to him by the Council as being required by them 
5 as herein-after provided shall be transferred by him to the Credit of 
separate Accounts to be opened by the Bank with the Council in 
respect of each of the said Rates ; and all Moneys received by the 
Collector-General with respect to the Amounts from Time to rime 
certified to him by the Board of Guardians as being required by them 
10 for the Relief of the Poor shall be transferred by him to the Board 
of Guardians Account with the Bank. 

XLVIII. The Collector-General, or such Person as is appointed 
a,, him for such Purpose, shall once or oftener m every Week audi t Books 
lit Id eUle the P Ac’counts of every Collector, and thereupon cl ~ 

, a lod<re with the Bank a Certificate m Writing undei his lespect or ofteM1 , 
Hand, stating the Amount of Money lodged by every Collector m 
the preceding Week, and the Shares m which the same is to be 
credited by the Bank to the Account of the said Boards respec- 
tively. 

20 XLIX. The Collector-General shall onee in every Week transmit 

to the proper Officer of each of the said Boards an Accouut showing it 
1 Imount of Money which he has collected and - ^ 

account of each Board in respect of the several Rates he B „, rds . 
tified by them respectively, as herein-after provided. 

25 L. In the Month of January, in the Year One thousand 

hundred and sixty-one, and in every subsequent Year, the umcer of Coll ect0I . 
appointed! 1 ' the Purple by each of the said Boards shaR — Genera, . 
and audit the Accounts of the Collector-General for the then as 
Year, and he shall verify the Accounts by proper and sufhc e 
SO Vouchers ; and on Ills Accounts being found or made accurate, sue 
"shall give to him a Copy, subject to such Regulations for 
first submitting the same to a Meeting of the said Boards as they 
shall respectively make, with a Certificate approving the : Accoun so 
examined and audited as being accurate, and such Copy shall be 
35 conclusive Evidence in favour of the Collector-General to whom it 
is given of the Fact therein expressed. 

LI. Either of the said Boards may, if they think fit from Time to 
Time employ a Public Accountant or other competent Person coontaatto 
^ tZ in the Examination and auditing of the — 

40 Collector- General, and may make to .tie Person so employ CoHeetor- 
reasonable Remuneration for his Serv ices. . Every 

[11.] D 2 
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28 Belfast Borough. 

LIL Every Collector shall at all reasonable Times permit the 
said Boards, or any Person authorized on their Behalf, to inspect the 
Books of Accounts in his Office relating to the Kates or Moneys 
collected by him, and to take Extracts therefrom, without paying 
anything for the same. 5 

LIII. If any Collector or other Officer fail to render any Account, 
or to produce and deliver up all the Vouchers and Receipts relating 
to the same in his Possession or Power, or to pay the Balance, if any, 
when thereunto required ; or if for Five Days after being thereunto 
required, he fail to deliver up to the Collector-General, or to any 10 
Person appointed by him to receive the same, all Papers, Writings, 
Property, and Effects in his Possession or Power relating to the 
Execution of this Act, or belonging to the Collector-General, then 
on Complaint thereof being made to a Justice, such Justice shall 
summon such Officer to appear before him, at a Time and Place set 15 
forth in such Summons, to answer such Charge, and upon the Ap- 
pearance of such Officer, or upon the Proof that such Summons was 
personally served upon him or left at his last known Place of Abode, 
such Justice may hear and determine the Matter in a summary Way, 
and may adjust and declare the Balance owing by such Officer ; and 20 
if it appear, either upon Confession of such Officer, or upon Evi- 
dence, or upon Inspection of the Account, that any Moneys of the 
Collector-General are in the Hands of such Officer, or owing by him 
to the Collector-General, such Justice may order such Officer to pay 
the same, and if he fail to pay the Amount, such Justice may grant 25 
a Warrant to levy the same by Distress and Sale, or in default 
thereof may commit the Offender to Gaol, there to remain, without 
Bail, for not exceeding Three Months, unless the same be sooner 
paid. 

LIV. If any Officer so summoned fail to make out such Account 30 
in Writing, or to produce and deliver up any Books, Papers, or 
Writings, Property or Effects in his Possession or Power belonging 
to the Collector- General of Rates, such Justice may commit such 
Offender to Gaol, there to remain until he deliver up all the Vouchers 
and Receipts in his Possession or Power relating to such Accounts, 35 
and all the Books, Papers, Writings, Property, and Effects in his Pos- 
session or Power belonging to the Collector-General. 

LV. If the Collector- General, or other Person acting on behalf of 
the Collector-General, make Oath that he has good Reason to believe 
upon Grounds stated in his Deposition, and that he does believe that 40 
it is the Intention of any such Officer to abscond, the Justice before 
whom the Complaint is made may, instead of issuing his Summons, 

issue 
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issue his Warrant for bringing such Officer before him ; but no Person 
executing such Warrant shall keep such Officer in Custody longer 
than Twenty-four Hours without bringing him before such Justice, 
and such Justice may either discharge such Officer, if he think there 
5 is no sufficient Ground for his Detention or order such Officer to be 
detained in Custody, so as to be brought before Two Justices at a 
Time and Place named in such Order, unless such Officer give Bail to 
the Satisfaction of such Justice for his Appearance before such Justice 
to answer the Complaint of the Collector- General. 

10 LYI. No such Proceeding against or dealing with any such Officer Not to pre- 
shall prejudice or affect any Remedy which the Collector-General or ®' imt 
the said Boards respectively have against any Surety of such Officer. Sureties. 

LVII. If in any Court either of Law or Equity, or any Action, Evidence of 
Suit, Indictment, Information, or Proceedings whatsoever therein, any 
IS Question arise concerning the Right of the Collector-General, Col- lectorsinsny 
lector, or other Officer, to hold, exercise, or enjoy his Office, it shall ®“*°' 
he sufficient to prove that such Collector-General, Collector, or other 
Officer was at the Time in question commonly reputed to be such 
Collector-General, Collector, or other Officer, without proving his 
20 Appointment, and without giving any Evidence that he had performed 
any of the Requisites to entitle him to execute the Office. 

LVIII. The Collector-General, or any Officer or Servant of the Mlectn^ 
Collector-General employed for the Purposes of this Act, shall not 0 ^ cers not 
be a Member of Parliament, or vote or take any Part or act in any 
25 Manner at any Election of a Member or Members to serve in Parlia- 1,1 ' “ ims ' 
ment for the Borough of Belfast, otherwise than as he by Law may be 
required to do in his official Capacity ; and in case any Collector- 
General, or any Officer or Servant of the Collector-General, take any 
Part or act in any Manner at any such Election, save as aforesaid, he 
30 shall for every such Offence forfeit Fifty Pounds , which Penalties 
shall be paid to any Person who sues for the same respectively for his 
own Use and Benefit, and may be recovered by any such Person by 
Action of Debt, Bill, Plaint, or Information in any of Her Majesty’s 
Superior Courts in Ireland. 

35 LIX. If any Person having resigned or having been removed from Kenedy 
the Office of Collector-General do not, within Twenty-one Days after 0 ° llect or- 
Notice for such Purpose, account for and pay to any succeeding Col- who 

lector-General all Moneys remaining in his Hands applicable to the orbere - 
Purposes of this Act, the Collector-General, in his own proper Name mmA. 

40 only or by his Name and Description of Office, may sue for and 
recover the same from such Person, or his Sureties, with Costs of 
Suit, in any of Her Majesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin, by Action 
[II.] D 3 of 
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of Debt, in which Action it shall be sufficient for the Collector- 
General to declare as for Money had and received to the Use of the 
Collector-General for the Purposes of this Act ; and the Defendant 
in the Action may, at the Discretion of any Judge of such Court, be 
held to special Bail in such competent Sum as the Judge orders ; and 5 
the Court in which the Action is brought may at the Instance of 
either of the Parties refer the Account in dispute in a summary 
Manner, without Prejudice to such special Bail, to be audited by any 
Officer of the Court, or other fit Person, who may examine both 
Plaintiff and Defendant upon Oath, which Oath the Referee may 10 
administer ; and upon the Report of such Referee, unless either of the 
Parties show good Cause to the contrary, the Court may make a Rule 
either for the Payment of such Sum as upon the Report appears to be 
due, or for staying the Proceedings in the Action, and upon such 
Terms and Conditions as to the Court appear reasonable, or the 15 
Court may order Judgment to be entered up for such Sum as upon 
the Report appears to be due. 

LX. The Collector-General, his Heirs, Executors, and Adminis- 
trators, shall be indemnified, out of the Moneys coming to the Hands 
of the Collector-General by virtue of this Act, for all Payments, 20 
Losses, Costs, Damages, and Liabilities made and incurred by him in 
the due Execution of his Office. 

LXI. The Corporation shall in the Month of December in every 
Year estimate the Amount of the Poundage Rate which will be 
required by them during the ensuing Year for the Purpose of defraying 25 
the Costs and Expenses of carrying into effect all the Powers and 
Provisions of the said several Acts for the Improvement of the 
Borough of Belfast and of this Act (save as regards the Powers and 
Duties hereby vested in them with respect to supplying the said Town 
with Water), and shall certify the same under the Corporate Seal ; 30 
and the Town Clerk shall transmit the Certificates on or before the 
Tenth. Day of December in each Year to the Collector- General, and 
the Collector-General may and shall on and after each First Day of 
January applot and collect, as by this Act provided, a Poundage 
Rate of the Amount thereby certified. 35 

LXII. If in any Year the Corporation require any Sum in addition 
to the Amount of the Poundage Rate so certified, they shall and may, 
at any Time in the Year, in like Manner estimate and certify to the 
Collector-General the further Poundage Rate so required by them ; 
and the Collector- General may and shall applot and collect the same 40 
as by this Act provided with respect to the annual Rate. 

LXIII. Such 
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LXIII. Such Poundage Rates may in any One Year amount to, Amount to 
but shall not exceed, the Sums following, that is to say, where the jj “ s e ^ 1 “ ot 
annual Value of any Tenement liable to be rated under the certain 
Provisions of the said Act does not exceed Twenty Pounds, a Lhmts ' 

S Poundage Rate of Two Shillings in the Pound, and where the annual 
Value does exceed Twenty Pounds, a Poundage Rate of Four Shillings 
in the Pound. 
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LXIV. The Corporation shall in the Month of December ill each Water Hue. 
Year estimate the Amount of the Poundage Water Rate which they 
10 will require for the ensuing Twelve Months, and shall certify the 
same under the Corporate Seal, and the Town Clerk shall transmit 
the Certificate on or before tlie Tenth Day of December in each Yeai 
to the Collector-General, and the Collector-General may and shall 
on and after each First Day of January applet and collect, as by 
15 this Act provided, the Amount of the Poundage Rate thereby certified. 

LXV. The Corporation shall in every Year make out and transmit 
to the Collector-General a List of the several Persons liable to the Pay- 
ment of such Rates, and of the Valuation of the respective Tenements 
upon which such Rates are to be applotted, levied, and assessed. 

20 LXVI. When the Corporation require a Borough Rate under the 
Act for the Regulation of Municipal Corporations in Ireland, or any 
Act or Acts amending the same, or a Rate under the Act Ninth and 
Tenth Victoria, Chapter Eighty-seven, for providing for the voluntary 
Establishment in certain Cities and Towns in Ireland of Public 
25 Baths and Washhouses, they shall on or before the Tenth Day of 
December in each Year estimate, as nearly as may be, the Amount of 
such Rates which they will require for the Twelve Months commencing 
with the First Day of January then next, and shall certify the same 
under the Corporate Seal, and the Town Clerk shall transmit the 
30 Certificate on or before the Tenth Day of December in each Year to 
the Collector-General and the Collector- General may and shall on 
and after each First Day of January applot and collect, as by this Act 
required, the Amount thereby certified, and the Amount to be so raised 
in any One Year shall not exceed the Amount of the Borough Rate 
35 or Baths and Washhouses Rate which the Corporation might raise it 
this Act were not passed . 

LXVII. The Board of Guardians shall on or before the Tenth Day ° f 

of December in each Year estimate, as nearly as may be, the Poundage Rate to be 
Rate chargeable upon any Electoral Division within the Boioug o * r “g”' rd e 0 
40 Belfast, which they will require for the Relief of the Poor under the Act guardians to 
for the more effectual Relief of the destitute Poor in Ireland, or any Colleetor- 
[11.] D 4 Act 
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Act or Acts amending the same, for the Twelve Months commencing 
with the First Day of Jaunary then next, and shall certify such 
Estimate, and transmit the same on or before the Tenth Day of 
December in each Year to the Collector-General, and the Collector- 
General may and shall on and after each First Day of January applot 5 
and collect, as by this Act required, the Amount of the Poundage 
Rate thereby certified. 

LXV 1 II. If in any Year the Board of Guardians require an 
additional Poundage Rate to be imposed for the Relief of the Poor, 
they shall and may at any Time in the Year estimate and certify to 10 
the Collector-General the additional Poundage Rate so required, and 
the Collector-General shall applot and collect the same, as by this 
Act provided with respect to the annual Rate. 

LXIX. The Collector-General, upon receiving from the Corporation 
and the Board of Guardians respectively any Certificate of an Amount 15 
to be raised for them respectively, shall, as soon as may be after the 
Receipt of the same, according to the Amount thereby certified, applot, 
mate, and declare in his Name of Office of “ Collector-General of Rates 
“ ™ the Borough of Belfast,” the Poundage Rate to be levied in respect 
thereof upon all Property liable to be rated to the same respectively ; 20 
and every such Rate so applotted, made, and declared shall be due 
and payable, and be levied, collected, and recovered as by this Act 
provided. 



LXX. Every such Rate shall be entered in a Book, and signed by 
the Collector-General ; and when so entered and signed, and Notice 25 
thereof given as by this Act provided, shall be as good, valid, and 
effectual in Law as if the same were duly made by, as the Case may 
be, the Corporation or the Board of Guardians ; and the Collector- ' 
General shall keep a correct and separate Account of every such Rate 
m sufficient Books. 30 

LXXI. The Books of Rates of the Collector-General, and all 
Entries made therein, shall be received as Evidence of the Rates 
imposed by virtue of this Act. 



LXXII. Every such Rate may be collected by half-yearly or other 
Instalments, as the Collector-General thinks fit. 35 

LX ™ L C ° n , ector - G ™end, so soon as may be after he receives 
any such Certificate, shall give Notice thereof by Advertisement, once in 
Two public Newspapers published in the Borough, stating the Amount 
of the Poundage of such Rate or Rates on the yearly Value of the ' 

Property 
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Property rateable for the same, and if be determine that the Rate shall 
be paid by Instalments, stating the Bays upon which the Instalments 
will become payable, and from and after such Publication the Rate 
shall be due and payable. 

5 LXXIY. Before any Rate shall be due, for the Purpose of enforcing 
the same by Distress or otherwise, a Demand thereof shall be made mail0i 
by leaving at the House, Tenement, or Hereditament with respect to 
which the Rate is to be collected a Notice in Writing specifying the 
Valuation of such House, Tenement, or Hereditament, according to 
10 the Valuation made thereof for the Purpose of the respective Rate, 
and the Poundage Rate made thereon for such Hate, and the Amount 
thereof charged upon or claimed with respect to such House, Tenement, 
or Hereditament, and, in case the same shall be payable by Instal- 
ments, the Days upon which the Instalments of such Rate will become 
15 payable ; and such Notice shall have the Collector's Name at Foot 
thereof, and shall be as near as may be in the Form in the Schedule (B.) 
to this Act annexed. 

LXXV. The Receipt in Writing of any Collector appointed to R“»P |S r “ r 
receive any Rate under this Act shall be a valid and effectual Discharge 
20 for the Amount thereof therein expressed to be received. 

LXXVI. The Collector-General shall make out half-yearly, and 
furnish to each of the said Boards, a true and correct Account, on t 
showing the whole Amount received by him during each Half Year, and 
the Amount paid by him to each of the said Boards during each Half 
25 Year, and the Date of every such Payment, and the Amount of the 
Rate remaining at the End of each Half Year uncollected in theBoiough, 
or any Portion thereof, and the Amount thereof supposed to he irre- 
coverable by reason of Insolvency, and the Description of the 
Premises deemed by the Collector-General to be insolvent, and the 
30 Names and Descriptions of the Persons rated for the same, and all 
Charges, Salaries, Poundage, and Office and other Expenses paid or 
payable by the Collector-General during each HalfYear, specifying the 
Items thereof, and the Amount received by him on account thereof ; 
and the Collector- General shall within Ten Days thereafter post in 
35 some conspicuous Place in his Office Lists of the Premises so deemed 
1 insolvent, with the Names and Descriptions of the Persons rated for 
the same, and shall transmit Copies thereof to the said Boards. 

LXXVII. Every Rate shall be open at all reasonable Times to Kate to be 
the Inspection of any Person interested or rated in such Rate, and . “ 

40 an y suc h Person may take Copies or Extracts from such Rate, without 
paying anything for the same ; and if the Collector-General refuse 
[11.] E 
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or does not permit any Person so interested or rated to take Copies 
or Extracts from such Rate, he shall for every such Offence forfeit 
not exceeding Five Pounds . 

LXXVIII. The Collector-General may from Time to Time 
amend any Rate by inserting therein the Name of any Person claiming 5 
and entitled to have his Name therein as Owner or Occupier, or by 
inserting therein the Name of any Person who ought to be rated, 
or by striking out the Name of any Person who ought not to be 
rated, or by raising or reducing the Sum at which any Person is rated, 
if it appear to him that such Person has been under-rated or over- 10 
rated through clerical Error, or by making such other Amendments 
therein as will make such Rate conformable to this Act, and no such 
Amendment shall void the Rate : Provided always, that every Person 
aggrieved by any such Alteration shall have the same Right of 
Appeal therefrom as he would have if his Name had been originally 15 
inserted in such Rate, and no such Alteration had been made ; and 
as respects such Person, the Rate shall be considered to have been 
made at the Time when he received Notice of such Alteration, and 
every Person whose Rating is altered shall be entitled to Seven Days 
Notice of such Alteration before the Rate shall be payable by him. 20 

LXXIX. Whenever the Name of any Owner liable to be rated 
is not known to . the Collector-General, it shall be sufficient to rate 
such Owner in the Rate Book as the Owner of the Property to be 
rated by the Designation of “ the Owner,” without stating his Name. 

LXXX. After the First Day of January One thousand eight 25 
hundred and inclusive, no Police Rate, Borough Rate, 

Poor Rate, or Water Rate shall be recovered within the Borough of 
Belfast under the recited Acts respectively, except by means of 
Rates made by the Collector- General under this Act, or shall be 
appealed against except by Appeal under this Act. 30 

LXXXI. Any Person rated by the Collector-General under this 
Act, who feels himself aggrieved by any such Rate, on the Ground 
of Inequality, Unfairness, or Incorrectness of the Valuation of any 
Property included therein, may at any Time within Two Months 
after the Publication of such Rate appeal to the Justices acting at 35 
Petty Sessions for the District of Belfast against such Rate, first 
giving to the Collector- General Seven Days Notice in Writing of 
such Appeal ; and such Notice shall specify the Particulars of such 
Objection and the Rate or Rates against which it is intended to 
appeal ; and the Collector-General shall, on Receipt of such Notice, 40 
forward the same to the Board or Boards on whose Behalf the Rate 

or 
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or Rates so appealed against is or are made ; and such Board or 
Boards may appear and resist such Appeal, and shall be liable to 
pay or entitled to recover Costs, as by this Act provided. 

LXXXII. The Justices may on any such Appeal amend such Justices may 
5 Rate or Rates, and award Costs, not exceeding Five Pounds, to ,unendRate * 
either of the Parties thereto ; and no Order of the Justices amending 
such Rate shall be removed by Certiorari or otherwise into any of 
Her Majesty’s Courts of Record at Dublin. 

LXXXIII. In case any Person feels himself aggrieved by any Appeal to 
10 Rate made by the Collector-General under this Act, on the Ground Quarter Ses- 
that any Property is included therein which is not liable to be rated to perty rate-°" 
such Rate, he may at any Time within Three Months from the Ser- able be 
vice upon him of a Notice demanding Payment of the Rate as by this Rate. ded m 
Act provided appeal to the Quarter Sessions against the same, first giv- 
15 ing Fourteen Days Notice in Writing of such Appeal to the Collector- 
General ; and such Notice shall specify the Particulars of such Objec- 
tion, and the Rate or Rates against which it is intended to appeal ; and 
the Collector-General shall, on the Receipt of such Notice, forward 
the same to the Board or Boards on whose Behalf the Rate or Rates 
20 appealed against is or are made, and such Board or Boards may appear 
and resist such Appeal, and shall be liable to pay or entitled to recover 
Costs as by this Act provided. 

LXXXIV . The Court of Quarter Sessions upon the Hearing of such Q uarter 
Appeal may either confirm the Rate or Rates, or strike out of the Sessions 
25 same the rating complained of ; but the Court shall have no Power to ^f e3 amend 
quash any such Rate, or to vary the same, except as specified in such 
Notice of Appeal, and may award Costs not exceeding Twenty Pounds 
to either Party to such Appeal. 

LXXXV. If any Person rated to any Rate under this Act fail to Collector- 
30 pay any Rate due from him for Fourteen Days after the Service upon 

him of a Notice demanding Payment of the Rate, as by this Act recover 
provided, any Justice, on the Application of the Collector-General, Rates - 
or any Collector, may summon such Person to appear before himself 
or any other Justice at the Time mentioned in the Summons to show 
35 cause why the Rate due from him should not be paid ; and in case no 
sufficient Cause for the Nonpayment of such Rate be shown, the same 
shall be levied by Distress, and the Justice who hears the Matter 
shall issue his Warrant accordingly; or the Collector- General may 
recover the same by Action of Debt or by Civil Bill in his own 
40 Name ; provided that if no sufficient Distress whereon to levy the 
Amount due in respect of such Rate can be found within the Juris- 
diction of the Justice, then upon Oath thereof made before any Justice 
[11.] F of 
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of any other County or Jurisdiction in which any Goods or Chattels 
of the Person not paying the Rates may be found, such Justice shall 
certify the Oath by endorsing the Warrant, and thereupon the Amount 
due in respect of the Rate, and unpaid by such Person, may be levied 
by Distress of the Goods and Chattels of such Person in such County 5 
or Jurisdiction. 

LXXXVI. The Warrant of Distress for the Recovery of any 
Rate made payable by this Act may be in the Form or to the Effect 
mentioned in Schedule (C.) to this Act annexed; and in all Cases 
where a Distress is by this Act authorized to be made, every 10 
Constable of the Borough, or County, or Jurisdiction shall, upon 
being required by a Collector of the Rates, aid in making a Distress 
or Sale pursuant to such Warrant. 

LXXXVII. All Acts done by the Collector- General or other 
Officer, or by any Person acting as the Collector- General or other 15 
Officer, shall, notwithstanding it be afterwards discovered that there 
was any Defect in the Appointment of the Collector- General, or of any 
of the Collectors or other Officers, or that they respectively, or any of 
them were or was disqualified, shall be as valid as if every such 
Person were duly qualified and appointed. 20 

LXXXVIII. The Collector- General, or other Collector or Officer, 
lawfully executing any of the Powers conferred on him by this Act 
shall not be liable to be sued or prosecuted either individually or 
collectively by any Person, nor shall his Body, Lands, or Goods be 
liable to Execution of any legal Process by reason of any lawful 25 
Execution of any of tbe Powers of this Act ; and every Collector- 
General, Collector, or other Officer shall be indemnified out of the 
Moneys from Time to Time received by the Collector-General 
against all Payments, Losses, Costs, Expenses, and Liabilities with 
respect to the lawful Execution of the Powers of this Act. 30 

LXXXIX. No Distress levied by virtue of this Act shall be 
deemed unlawful, nor shall any Person making the same be deemed 
a Trespasser, on account of any Defect or Want of Form in the 
Sammons, Conviction, Warrant of Distress, or other Proceeding 
relating thereto, nor shall any Person be deemed a Trespasser ab 35 
mitio on account of any Irregularity afterwards committed by him ; 

Ff 80 ? 8 a SS rievei b y such Defect or Irregularity may recover 
full Satisfaction for the special Damage in an Action upon the Case. 

XC. If any Person commit any Irregularity, Trespass, or . other 
wrongful Proceeding in the Execution of this Act, or by virtue of 4° 

any 
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any Power or Authority thereby given, and if before Action brought 
in respect thereof such Person make Tender of sufficient Amends to 
the Person injured, the Person injured shall not recover in any such 
Action ; and if no such Tender be made, the Defendant, by Leave of 
5 the Court where the Action is pending, at any Time before Issue 
joined, may pay into Court such Sum as he thinks fit, and thereupon 
such Proceedings shall be had as in other Cases where Defendants are 
allowed to pay Money into Court. 

XCI. Every Person who upon any Examination upon Oath Perjury. 

10 under this Act wilfully and corruptly gives false Evidence shall be 
liable to the Penalties of wilful and corrupt Peijury. 

XCII. Any Summons or Warrant issued under this Act may g evera i 
comprise several Names and several Sums, and the Names and Sums Names in 
may be expressed in the Body of the Summons or Warrant, or in a ^ r ' 
15 Schedule thereto. 

XCIII. The Costs, Charges, and Expenses attending or incident Expenses of 
to the passing of this Act shall be paid by the Council out of the Act. 

Rates to be levied by virtue of this Act for the Purpose of defraying 
the Costs and Expenses of carrying into effect the Powers and 
20 Provisions of the several Acts for the Improvement of the Borough of 
Belfast, as amended and extended by this Act. 



F 2 



SCHE- 
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SCHEDULES referred to in the foregoing Act. 



SCHEDULE (A.) 



Borough of Belfast. 

Mortgage No. Second Security. 

By virtue of an Act passed in the Twenty-second and Twenty- third 
Years of the Reign of Her Majesty Queen Victoria, intituled “ An 
Act,” ye., the Mayor, Aldermen, and Burgesses of the Borough of 
Belfast, herein-after styled the Mortgagors, in consideration of the 
Sum of One thousand Pounds now due to A.B., for Money hitherto 
advanced as in the said Act recited (paid by A.B. for Purposes of the 
said Act), do grant and assign unto the said A.B., his Executors, 
Administrators, and Assigns,, such Proportion of the Rates, Rents, 
and other Moneys arising by virtue of the Acts made and passed in 
the Eighth and Ninth and Ninth and Tenth Years of the Reign of 
Her present Majesty, for the Improvement of the said Borough of 
Belfast, as amended and extended by the said Act passed in the said 
Twenty-second and Twenty-third Years of Pier Majesty’s Reign, as 
the said Sum of One thousand Pounds doth or shall bear to the entire 
Sum for which Securities have been or shall be issued under the 
Authority of the said Act, to hold to the said A.B., his Executors, 
Administrators, and Assigns, from this Day until the said Sum of 
One thousand Pounds, with Interest at per Centum for the 

same, shall be fully paid and satisfied, the said Interest to commence 

tbe Da y of and the said Mayor, 

Aldermen, and Burgesses, agree with the said A.B. as follows : 

Firsf that the said Interest shall be payable half yearly on the 
Fifth Day of April and Fifth Day of October in every Year, at 
the^ Office of the Treasurer of the said Borough. 

Secondly, that the Mortgagors will not pay off any Part of the 
said Principal Sum until the Expiration of Six Calendar Months tcr- 
mmatmg on the Fifth Day of April or Fifth Day of October, after a 
Notice shall have been given by them of their Intention to pay off, and 
. e said A.B., his Executors, Administrators, or Assigns, will not call 

“ ™' V ^ ° f tte sald Pral ap!d Sum without a similar Notice of his 
or their Intention to call in the same. 

Thirdly that such Notice shall he given by the Mortgagee in 
Mritmg, to be delivered to the Town Clerk, and if given by the 
Mortgagors, shall be by Writing, given either personally to the Mort- 
gagee 
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gagee, or if the Mortgagee be unknown or cannot be found, then 
by Advertisement in the “ Dublin Gazette,” and in some Newspaper 
published in the Borough ; and at the Expiration of such Notice, when 
given by the Mortgagors, the said Interest shall cease to be payable, 
unless on Demand of the said Principal Sum the Mortgagors shall fail 
to pay the same pursuant to such Notice : Provided always, that all 
Mortgages issued under the Authority of the ' said Acts of the 
Eighth and Ninth and Ninth and Tenth Years of the Reign of Her 
Majesty for the Improvement of the said Borough, or hereafter to 
be issued for the Purpose of paying off the same, shall have Priority 
over this Mortgage. 

In witness whereof, $c. 



SCHEDULE (B.) 



Form of Notice of Rates and Taxes being due and payable. 
No. 

By Order of the Collector-General of Taxes to 
Take Notice that the under-mentioned Rates and Taxes, due by 
you for Property in your Occupation, or for which you are liable, 
became due and payable on the day of 

A.B., Collector. 

Collector- General’s Office, 

Street, Belfast. 



Name of Rate or Tax. 


Description 
and Situation of 
Property. 


Valuation. 


Poundage. 


Amount 
due on each 
Rate. 


Police Rato - 

Borough Rate 

Baths and Washhouses Rale 

Poor Rate - 

Water Rato ... 










£l 





SCHEDULE (C.) 



Form of Warrant of Distress for the Recovery of Rates. 
County of or"! Whereas complaint hath been made 

Borough, #c., to wit. J by One of the 

Collectors of Rates to the Collector- General appointed under the 
[11.] F 3 Authority 
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Authority of this Act, intituled [here insert Title of this Act ] that 
of, i fc., hath not paid, and has refused 
to pay, the Sum of duly assessed upon him in and 

by a certain Hate [or Rates] for the Borough of Belfast, bearing Date 
on or about the Day of in the Year of our Lord 

185 , and duly made according to the Directions and under the 
Authority of the said Act, although the same hath been duly demanded 
of him : And whereas it appears to me 

One of Her Majesty’s Justices of the Peace in and for the said County, 
as well as upon Oath of One of the said 

Collectors of Hates [or otherwise ], that the said Sum of 
hath been duly demanded in Writing by him from the said 
and that the said hath refused to pay the same 

for the Space of Fourteen Days after such Demand made, and doth 
refuse to pay the same : And whereas the said having 

appeared before me in pursuance of my Summons for that Purpose 
hath not shown to me any sufficient Cause why the same should not 
be paid [or, Aud whereas it hath been duly proved to me, upon Oath, 
that the said hath been July summoned 

to appear before me to show Cause why he refuseth to pay the said 
Rate or Assessment, but he the said 

hath neglected to appear according to the said Summons, and hath not 
shown to me any sufficient Cause why the same should not be paid] : 
These are, therefore, in Her Majesty’s Name, to command you to levy 
the said Sum of by Distress of the Goods and Chattels 

o t e sai an d if the same shall not 

be paid within the Space of Days next after such 

Distress by you taken, together with the reasonable Charges of taking 
and keeping the same, then that you do sell the said Goods and 
Chattels by you distrained, and out of the Moneys arising by such Sale 
that you detain the Sum of and als0 you / reasonaWe 

Charges of taking, keeping, and selling the said Distress, rendering 

40 IT ^ tv the °™'Plus Demand ; 

and if sufficient Distress cannot be found of the Goods and Chattels 

6 Sai whereon to levy the said Sum 

? ,r TTT ^en ^at y°u certify the same to me, 

together with the Warrants, to the end that such further Proceeding 
may be had therein as to the Law doth appertain. 

Given under my Hand and Seal, the D ay of 

fifty 116 YeM ° f ^ L ° rd ° ne thonsa “ d d g ht hundred and 
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For carrying iuto effect the Report of 
the Commissioners appointed to inquire 
iuto the State of the Municipal Affairs 
of the Borough of Belfast in Ireland. 



( Prepared and brought in by 
Lord X, bar, Mr. Attorney General for Ireland, and 
Mr. Solicitor General for Ireland.) 
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